ECOSYSTEM ECOLOGY

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 3270

Tim Seastedt, Spring 2009, Guggenheim 205, 10-10:50AM MWF

 Office hours: by appointment in Ramaley C-177. Please note that this is not my full-time workspace and I spend little time in Ramaley except for meetings and before class. I am usually to be found at INSTAAR, the Rose Litman Bldg. ,(the ghetto in the meadow) on east campus, room 125. (The Stampede bus stops in front of the building.)

Contact info:
 phone: 303 492-3302 , timothy.seastedt@colorado.edu 

Course reading: Principles of Terrestrial Ecosystem Ecology.  F.S. Chapin, P.A. Matson, and H. A. Mooney.  Springer-Verlag, NY. 

Class website: http://culter.colorado.edu/~tims/ecosystem09.htm
What is the focus of this course?  If you are at all interested in understanding concepts relevant to conservation or restoration ecology, or if you’re interested in understanding how natural and modified ecosystems are being affected by (and, in turn are affecting) global environmental change, this is the course you need!  (Unless you’re an aquatic ecologist…then Limnology is where you want to be, although this course will help).  

The above-listed text does a good job of outlining what we’ll cover in this course.  We combine topics from physics (i.e., climate) geology/geography (i.e. soils) and biology (including plant physiology and population ecology concepts) into a synthetic whole (specifically, terrestrial ecosystem ecology).  The focus of this course looks primarily at the ecosystem as a mechanism that controls the composition and abundance of the organisms contained therein.  The ecosystem can also be examined as a mechanism affecting global biogeochemistry.  We will consider this perspective as well, but not in detail.
***

You should be able to access our web page from any system. It is not password protected. During the semester, I will give you access to a password-protected site where we hide things (like copyrighted figures and reports, and class stuff like grades).  This is my own system, and sometimes it’s a bit clunky. (OK, it’s a fossil by modern web standards…but it works.)

On the web site, you’ll find the course schedule and material to supplement lectures and the readings. Lecture notes will be posted on the web page before lectures and most likely will be modified post-lecture according to how much was covered in class. In addition, homework problems will be available (but not graded) to help you focus on the material.  Questions that we’re covering from the text (end of chpt. Questions) will be identified, too.

Grading: This year, grading will consist of 4 semester exams worth 90% of the grade.  Ten percent will come from submission of 10, half-page essays.  These are graded “pass/fail” with one point assigned to each pass.  No credit can be obtained by late submissions without doctor/administrator documentation. Clicker questions will be given to assist in exam preparation, but clicker answers will not be used in formal grading activities. There are no mechanisms for performing "extra credit". However, in case of borderline decisions, in class participation (were you there when I asked you a question, etc.) will count.  Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and very short essay questions. 

The exam dates are:  Feb 9, Mar 6, Apr 8 and during our final exam period (which isn’t posted yet).  If there are problems recognized by University guidelines (see details on web site), please let me know and I will accommodate changes as best I can.  Make up exams tend to be largely composed of essay questions, which many students find more difficult. Unless you’re really contagious, please take the class exam!

You are responsible for all material presented in lecture, reading assignments, or web notes. I am very pleased to answer questions in class.  Please use this as a mechanism to slow me down as I know I tend to present material in too rapid a fashion! I will attempt to put names to faces, but I’m not good at this.  You can help by identifying yourself via email questions, office visits, or other mechanisms that make this interaction more personable.

How will I grade?  My procedure (somewhat modified from pre-2009 years) is grade the exams and, regardless of the outcome, curve the mean score to 78% (a C+).  There is no absolute grade distribution that I follow, but the assumption is that an average student will earn either a C or up to a B depending upon the essay assignments!   Grades are posted on the web site using unique ID codes which are known only to you and me (which you’ll receive after submission of the first essay question assignment). 

The class schedule, which will change through time, is located on the website. Please check it often!

http://culter.colorado.edu/~tims/ecosystem09.htm
Highly Recommended:

· Before class, read the assigned material and review the notes on the class web page.

· If the figures for the class lecture are posted on the web, it’s often useful to bring these to class.

· Come to class.

· Check web notes a few days following the lecture for changes and review.

· Do the homework problems.

· Come to class (redundant?  Yes!  Folks that attempt to ‘dry lab’ this course rarely do well).

· You are expected to read and abide by The College of Arts and Sciences Rules and Recommendations.

*****************************************************************

College of Arts and Sciences and University Rules and Recommendations:

The Boulder Campus will no longer allow any public posting of grades for

students with any part of the student identification number.  Student's grades

may be posted without written permission, if they are not posted in a

personally identifiable manner.  If grade posting strips are created with

random identifiers, they must not appear in alphabetical order according to

students' names.  The Registrar is currently working with Information

Technology Services (ITS) to find alternatives to publicly posting printed

grade strips.  As part of a pilot project for fall 2003 semester, ITS will work

with faculty who are currently using Imaging Services to produce printed grade

sheets and help them transition to making grades available to their students

via the Web in a secure and supportable manner.  Please contact the IT Service

Center at 5-HELP (5-4357) if calling from on campus and (303) 735-4357 if

calling from off-campus for help in posting grades, or with any questions you

may have about this transition

 

Student privacy right: If any person, either through walk-in, e-mail, or

phone, requests any information - both directory or personally identifiable

information - about a student on privacy, you may only state, -I have no

information on this individual.-  If the requester insists they are the

student, you must ask them to come into the office and provide identification

in order to assist them further.  For students desiring to add privacy or

limited privacy to their records, please direct them to the Office of the

Registrar, Regent 105.

 

The Provost's Disability Task Force recently reviewed disability issues on

campus regarding reasonable academic accommodations and recommends that faculty

include in their syllabi, the specific disability statement below that informs

all parties of the proper process.

 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to

me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may

be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on

documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.EDU/

disabilityservices)-

 

Disability Services' letters for students with disabilities indicate legally

mandated reasonable accommodations.  Other letters/requests you may receive

from agencies such as the Wardenburg Student Health Center, or other health

providers, such as physicians or counselors, are recommendations you may choose

to follow to assist students but are not necessarily legal mandates.  The

syllabus statements and answers to Frequently Asked Questions can be found at

www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices

 

The Chancellor and the President have recently fielded several valid

complaints from students and parents regarding the lack of adequate faculty

accommodation for some students who have serious religious obligations which

may conflict with academic requirements such as scheduled exams.  Campus policy

states that faculty must make reasonable accommodation for such religious

observances and in so doing, be careful not to inhibit or penalize those

students who are exercising their rights to religious observance.  The policy

states that 'every effort' shall be made to reasonably and fairly deal with all

students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled

exams, assignments or required attendance.  If a student and an instructor

cannot come to a mutually satisfactory agreement for a particular situation,

the student may appeal the matter to the department chair and then, if

necessary, to the relevant Dean's office.  It is the responsibility of every!

instructor to clearly explain his or her procedures in this regard in the

course syllabus so that all students are fully informed, in writing, near the

beginning of each semester's classes.  Please explicitly encourage students to

notify you of anticipated conflicts as early in the semester as possible so

that there is adequate time to make necessary arrangements.  Faculty should be

aware that a given religious holiday may be observed with very different levels

of attentiveness by different members of the same religious group and thus may

require careful attention to the particulars of each individual case. The full

text of the Boulder campus policy can be read on the web at

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html

 

The University has recently adopted a student Honor Code. Individual

faculty members are encouraged to familiarize themselves with its tenets and

procedures.  We also recommend that faculty incorporate specific language

suggestions provided at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/Faculty.html

 

Other information on the Honor Code can be found at

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and at

http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/

Faculty are expected to support and promote academic integrity and honor
within their classrooms. They are expected to refer to the Honor Code on
all pertinent materials including syllabi, tests, and other assignments. 

Faculty are encouraged to both discuss the Honor Code periodically in class as 

it applies to their courses, as well as to ask students to pledge their work. 
                                     

Given the above: In undertaking any assignment in this course, the
student hereby affirms "...I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work."
PAGE  
1

